VA DHCD- STATE BUILDING CODE & FIRE REGULATIONS
CODES AND STANDARDS COMMITTEE
Workgroups 2 & 4 Meeting Notes Summary

Meeting held: Thursday, February 28, 2013
Location: Virginia Housing Center
Time: 9:30am

1. VCC408.9 Windowless Buildings
Proposed by: Kenney Payne
Comments/Concerns
» One of the intents for this proposed change is to better clarify how this section should be interpreted;

currently, there are various interpretations of this section

» Working with Department of Corrections on this code change

» “Tenable environment” is not defined in current code; need to look at NFPA 130 and its use of the term
‘tenable’

» Brooks Ballard gave an overview of her reasons for support for the proposed changes; she will make
discussed changes and send to Emory to be included along with summary hand-outs

Action: Move forward to BHCD’s CSC 03/25/13 meeting with consensus to approve as amended in the
substitute proposal.

2. VCC 427 1-3 Lock-up Areas
Proposed by: Kenney Payne
Comments/Concerns
» Creates new definition in 202 and a new section 427 called “Lockup areas”.

» Proposal language changes “Lockup areas” to “Temporary Holding Areas” (temporary - not intended for
overnight accommodations)

» Suggestion to eliminate “temporary” and replace with “short-term”, due to other BOC standards that
must be adhered to

Action: Move forward to BHCD’s CSC 03/25/13 meeting with consensus to approve as amended in the
substitute proposal.

3. VCC508.2.3 Allowable Building Area and Height
Proposed by: Kenney Payne
Comments/Concerns
» Clarifies how to treat accessory occupancies as approved for the 2015 IBC

» The term ‘storage’ was taken out because it would pose difficulties at B level use
Action: Move forward to BHCD’s CSC 03/25/13 meeting with consensus as submitted

4. VCC509 Incidental Uses
Proposed by: Kenney Payne
Comments/Concerns
» This proposal is not the vehicle for doing what the bill intends

» Language appears to be broken, cannot put 2006 language into 2012 amendment
Action: Withdrawal by proponent
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VCC 703.7 Marking of Fire-Rated Assemblies
Proposed by: Kenney Payne
Comments/Concerns
» This was approved in Portland for the 2015 cycle
Action: Move forward to BHCD’s CSC 03/25/13 meeting with consensus to approve, with amendment to
remove the word “accessible”

VCC 806.1.2 Combustible Decorative Materials
Proposed by: Kenney Payne
Comments/Concerns
» Scope needs to be re-defined by some other mechanism, to clearly show the purpose/intent of this
proposal.

» Remove the term “partition”
» Proponent will amend per comments from attendees to include in new exception 2, to put a distance
such as 12 inches and not use the term “partition.
Action: Move forward to BHCD’s CSC 03/25/13 meeting as consensus to approve with amendments

VCC 903.2.7 M Occupancy Sprinklers
Proposed by: Frank Castelvecchi
Comments/Concerns
» This proposal eliminates the Virginia amendment leaving 12,000 sq. ft. threshold for upholstered
furniture, in order to correlate with the language in the 2012 IFC for upholstered furniture and
mattresses in retail settings

» Amend supporting statement to say requirements only applicable when the upholstery furniture or
mattresses actually covers the entire 5,000 s. f.
» Emory suggests those who would be impacted by this change to take a close look at language, as they
will be directly affected. There are enforcement issues and Virginia fire data is extremely good
Action: Move forward to BHCD’s CSC 03/25/13 meeting with consensus to approve, with staff comments

VCC 908.7 E Occupancies Carbon Monoxide Detectors
Proposed by: Workgroups 2 & 4 meeting attendees
Comments/Concerns
» Proposal is on behalf of a delegate who wants to require CO detectors in K-12 public schools
» HB 2201 was tabled to allow the USBC regulatory process to review mandating CO alarms in K-12 public
schools only.

» Per Emory, if someone wants to put in a change to require CO detectors for all E groups, it would be
considered in a separate bill
» Much back and forth discussion on details
o 2015 IBC has code change that outlines the technical provisions for CO alarms in all E
occupancies, which includes public and private schools, E occupancies on college campuses
CO alarms should be tied into a notification system
o Summary will have the 2015 E CO code change
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o Staff will amend draft code change to provide technical provisions and be the vehicle to move
forward

o Most of the discussion wasn’t in opposition, but the need to provide adequate technical
requirements for approval

Action: Based on legislation and no proposal submitted at this time, deferring to next workgroup meeting
this summer to refine a code change.

VCC 1009.1 Stairways
Proposed by: Kenney Payne
Comments/Concerns
» Adds an exception for stairways that do not serve as an exit or provide access
Action: Withdrawal by proponent

VCC 1022.5 Penetrations
Proposed by: Kenney Payne
Comments/Concerns
» Attendees oppose new exception 2; egress interior stairs have to be protected thus should not allow

through-penetrations
» See no problems for designer to comply with current IBC
Action: Move forward to BHCD’s CSC 03/25/13 meeting as non-consensus

VCC 1106.1 Accessible Parking Table
Proposed by: Ken Fredgren
Back-up proposed by: John Catlett
Comments/Concerns
» Discussions on differences between change and alternate proposed change

o 1% Proposed Change reduces the increased accessible parking spaces
= Change accessible parking from 3 to 2.5% for parking lots over 500
= Change 30 to 25 at the 1001 threshold shown on the table
= Proponents provided demographic statistics on the aging and increases in issuance of
accessible parking stickers
o 2™ Proposed Change further reduces the increased accessible parking spaces
= Change accessible parking from 3 to 2.33% for parking lots over 500
= Change 30 to 23 at the 1001 threshold shown on the table
=  Would better enforcement make increases unnecessary
=  Proponent will remove footnote to decrease accessible parking spaces for S, F, Hand U

Action: Move forward to BHCD’s CSC 03/25/13 as consensus to approve with amendments; back-up
amendment also consensus to approve and move forward

VCC 1106.3 Outpatient Clinics Accessible Parking
Proposed by: 2011HJR 648 Workgroup
Comments/Concerns
» IBC’s Outpatient clinics definition currently includes doctors’ and dentists’ offices

» This proposal adds outpatient clinics to the 10% category
3
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» With the increases proposed and if approved for T1106.2, why wouldn’t these additional accessible
parking spaces are ok for doctors and dentists offices? Should IBC definition be changed to not include

doctors and dentists offices?
» It would take code changes to move any of the questions posed into the 2012 regulatory process
Action: Move forward to BHCD’s CSC 03/25/13 meeting as consensus to approve, with comments

VCC 1403.5 Exterior Wall Flame Test
Proposed by: Kenney Payne
2" Proposal by: Keith Nelson
Comments/Concerns
» Proposed to delete section in its entirety, so that it can comply with the IECC requirement for water-
resistive barriers

» Currently no data to suggests that this is a problem
» Change at national level was based on test data of a large wall that already had a large fuel load and
then added the barrier
» Discussion that engineering judgment would be problematic
» Exceptions will cause even more confusion
» Proposal by Keith Nelson was withdrawn in support of proposal by Kenney Payne
Action: Move forward to BHCD’s CSC 03/25/13 meeting as consensus to approve

VCC 2308.3.2.2 Light-frame Construction
Proposed by: Chris Snidow
Comments/Concerns
» Submitted to correlate with the IRC
» American Wood Council and building officials did not agree with the proposal.
Action: Move forward to BHCD’s CSC 03/25/13 meeting as consensus to deny

VCC 2603.5.5 Exterior Wall Assembly Fire Test
Proposed by: Kenney Payne
Comments/Concerns
» Exterior wall assembly adds new exception where sprinkled can be substituted for use of materials

complying with UL285 for vertical and lateral propagation

» New NFPA 285 includes a diagram that would incorporate a typical brick constructed wall, which would

require all walls to be tested and would be very costly
» This proposal allows a sprinkler system to be used as an exception to requiring the test
Action: Move forward to BHCD’s CSC 03/25/13 meeting as consensus to approve
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16. VCC 2701.1.3 Generators in Assisted Living Facilities
Proposed by:
Comments/Concerns

>
>
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Action:

This is no code change, but the subject was brought forth at the 2013 General Assembly

ALF need to work with DSS to see if code change to 2701.1.3 is necessary including what is to be on
emergency power for these R and I-1 occupancies.

USBC requires generators and allows them to be optional standby systems that can be brought on site
by a vendor.

Currently ALFs have to have an installed connection

Item to be discussed at DHCD workgroup meeting August and/or October 2013.

The VDH study group is required to have a report to the General Assembly by October 2013

HB1511 was tabled to allow for the 2012 USBC regulatory process to review this matter

VDH will chair a study group to include the VBCOA, VIAEI and DHCD

17. VCC 3006.4 Elevator Control Room Ratings
Proposed by: Michael Redifer
Comments/Concerns

>

>

>

>
Action:

Proposal aligns USBC with the ASME A17.1 standard terminology and making the 2009 USBC technical
amendments no longer necessary

Staff comment: This change will now require a fire-resistance rating that previously was not required in
buildings four stories or less

Building official agree with proposal

Emory did question why we are deleting exception 2 that allows no rating under 4 stories?

Move forward to BHCD’s CSC 03/25/13 meeting as consensus to approve with possible opposing
comments forth coming from building owners

18. VCC 3006.7 Machine-room-less Elevator Work
Proposed by: Michael Redifer
Comments/Concerns
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Action:

Proposal eliminates the use of collapsible guard rails
o Elevator inspectors feel the collapsible designs are unsafe for mechanics and inspectors
o Some manufacturers have collapsible designs that they ask building officials to approve
Proposal disallows use of folding work platforms
Permanent platforms in new buildings can account for the clearances, but in existing buildings
installations this could be a problem; building official would have to grant modifications
VMFA has developed a removal platform to use in place of collapsible guard rail
In the 2009 USBC the current text on guard rails complies with the IBC guard rail requirement
The ASME A17.1 contains more flexible guard rail requirements
Staff comment: This proposal may need further review for the 2" half of the 2012 USBC regulatory
cycle
Move forward to BHCD’s CSC 03/25/13 meeting as non-consensus, with comments
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VCC IPC 405.3.2 Lavatory Location in Schools
Proposed by: Kenney Payne
Comments/Concerns
» Proposal adds an exception that is needed but wasn’t successful at the national level

Action: Move forward to BHCD’s CSC 03/25/13 meeting as consensus to approve

VCC IECC C402.1.1 Vertical Fenestration
Proposed by: Stephen Turchen
Comments/Concerns
» Proposal eliminates reference to ASHRAE 90.1 and requires the compliance path to be in conformance
with the IECC
» Proponent believes there are conflicts and would direct designers and builders to the IECC 407 total
building performance.

» Designers and building officials not supportive of the change as proposed.
» Instead of the fear of mixing-matching for the less stringent provisions, there may be a clearer way than
deleting the A90.1 reference
» No representative from Energy Committee was present to expound on the subject-matter
Action: Move forward to BHCD’s CSC 03/25/13 meeting as nhon-consensus

VCC IECC C402.4.8 Recessed Lighting
Proposed by: Matt Westheimer
Comments/Concerns
» Some discussion on proposal being redundant, but not necessarily wrong

» Clarification only on when a thermal envelope is required for recessed luminaries
Action: Move forward to BHCD’s CSC 03/25/13 meeting as consensus to approve

VCC912.4.1 Stairways
Proposed by: Kenney Payne
Comments/Concerns
» Proposal adds language to the existing exception for stairways not otherwise address in §912.7.2

Action: Withdrawal by proponent

VCC 606.1 Semi-Annual Elevator Inspections
Proposed by: Michael Redifer
Comments/Concerns

» Proposal would mandate 2 annual inspections

» Standard recommends 2, some localities require 2 while others don’t
» State law requires an annual inspection
» Elevator inspectors and building officials concerned over the need and cost associated with making this
a statewide mandate
Action: Move forward to BHCD’s CSC 03/25/13 meeting as nhon-consensus
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24. SFPC 308.1 Use of Open flames for Cooking
Proposed by: Workgroups 1 & 3 meeting attendees
Comments/Concerns
» No code change has been officially submitted, topic for discussion only based on DHCD draft

» Immediate issue resolved over fees charged in Alexandria

» One fire official issues no permits but performs inspections of the canisters during restaurant
inspections

» One attendee suggested amendment be considered to state the size of the canister and delete the use
of Sterno, as it is a trade name

Action: Building owners, Bed & Breakfasts, Churches, along with groups such as VHTA, C&C, VRMA and NFIB
can review; they have until 07/01/13 to submit an official code change

25. SFPC 308.1.4 Grills on Decks
Proposed by: Andrea Pitts
Comments/Concerns
» Proposal would prohibit use of open flames for grilling within 10 feet of a combustible building for one

and two family dwellings
» Fire Officials generally support this proposal. Most of the attendees opposed and supported leaving the
exception as is
» Much discussion and numerous concerns over enforcement issues
o Proposal has merit and would create a law that enables the fire service to issue summons
and/or determine liability
o Where is the fire data to support this as a statewide mandate? It is usually discarded ashes that
start exterior fires.
o A home can be 5 feet from the property line so why 10 feet
o Concern that people would be in violation of a law that they have no idea about
o Can be done now by local ordinances
Action: Move forward to BHCD’s CSC 03/25/13 meeting as nhon-consensus

26. SFPC 404.3.2 Fire Safety Plan
Proposed by: Zack Adams
Comments/Concerns
» Proposal deletes fire extinguisher from Fire Safety Plan

Action: Move forward to BHCD’s CSC 03/25/13 meeting as consensus to deny

27. SFPC 506.1 Fire Service Keys
Proposed by: Michael Redifer
Comments/Concerns
» Proposal coordinates IBC and IFC

» Current code requires that key be different for each district/locality; need change in language to allow
for using standardized key
» Enables lock boxes to be used for non-standardized keys
Action: Move forward to BHCD’s CSC and the BHCD/FSB meeting 03/25/13 as consensus to approve



28.

29.

30.

VA DHCD- STATE BUILDING CODE & FIRE REGULATIONS
CODES AND STANDARDS COMMITTEE
Workgroups 2 & 4 Meeting Notes Summary

SFPC 607.1 References to Existing Buildings
Proposed by: Robby Dawson
Comments/Concerns by staff

> §607.1

o this would be a retro-fit provision for elevators standardized keys and conflict with previously

approve code change in #27
o does not need to reference Virginia Maintenance Code as it is stand-alone locally adopted
regulation
> §704.1
o If 1¥ sentence is struck, the 2" one needs to be struck as well
o Change “shall comply” to “shall be subject to”
> §907.1
o Strike in its entirety
> §1029.4
o Strike in its entirety

Action: Move forward to BHCD’s CSC 03/25/13 meeting as consensus, to approve with staff comments for
further amendments

SFPC 703.1 Owner Inspection of Fire-resistance components
Proposed by: Workgroups 2 & 4 meeting attendees
Comments/Concerns
» No code change has been officially submitted, topic for discussion only by draft DHCD code change

» STRB has a pending decision that say the provision isn’t enforceable upholding a decision by the fire
official in Alexandria. Deleting the requirement in the IFC would then allow enforcement only by local
fire prevention ordinances. Otherwise, if it remains would mandate enforcement statewide. In
Workgroup 1&3 meeting, there is a code change that impacts this section

» Building owners will review for impact, cost and enforcement issues as it cover all existing buildings with
any type of fire-resistance rating

Action: Will have discussion at Workgroups 1 & 3 meeting. Staff will carry-over for summer workgroup
meeting

SFPC 5601.2.4.1 Blasting and Fireworks Insurance
Proposed by: Robby Dawson
Comments/Concerns by staff
» Proponent may want to indicate who was contacted for the supporting statement to document support

by the industry and others who do blasting or firework displays
Action: Move forward to BHCD’s CSC 03/25/13 meeting as consensus to approve with staff comments
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31. SFPC 5607.16 Blast Records
Proposed by: Robby Dawson
Comments/Concerns by staff

>

Proponent needs to make a clear distinction between using a table or prescribing a form
Make it a form and enforce its use
Or further enumerate requirements shown on the existing table

o O O

Generally, the Codes Commission wouldn’t allow us to publish forms in regulations
o Should have in supporting statement who in industry contacted

Action: Move forward to BHCD’s CSC 03/25/13 meeting as consensus to approve with staff comments

32. SFPC 5608.4.1 Comets and Mines
Proposed by: Robby Dawson
Comments/Concerns

Action: Move forward to BHCD’s CSC 03/25/13 meeting as consensus to approve

SUB-WORKGROUP PROPOSALS

Tanker Truck Parking in Residential Areas

>

>
>
>

Discussion on possible code changes forth coming based on TRB decision
Meeting scheduled for April 10"

Staff will carry-over to summer workgroup meeting

Propane vehicles already have different standard in the SFPC

Assisted Living Facilities

>

>

>

>

Language already been approved at national level. Draft code changes revised to fit into the USBC
regulatory scheme and correlate with DSS regulations

Concerns over not yet knowing what changes may be forthcoming to the Fire Code that may be
necessary to correlate with this change. Such IFC changes for fire drills and evacuation planning will be
out March 11" and fire officials can submit any code changes up to July 1%,

Much discussion on the differences between Virginia’s Amendments and national changes

Will discuss further in another sub-workgroup meeting March 13™. Can there be defined better what is
limited or may require physical assistance will be the task of the sub-group meeting

Building officials and operators support concept and moving forward to the BHCD’s CSC March 25"
meeting

Action: Will move forward to BHCD’s CSC 03/25/13 meeting either as consensus to approve or non-consensus

Exhausted Hoods for Domestic Appliances in Commercial Buildings

>

Sub-workgroup meeting held, started with M76 and came up with this proposal

Action: Will move forward to BHCD’s CSC 03/25/13 meeting as consensus to approve



