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SUMMARY 
 

DHCD WORKGROUP MEETING 
2012 Code Change Cycle 

 
August 22, 2013 at 9:30 

 
Virginia Housing Center 

 
PART ONE OF AGENDA 

 
Administrative 
 
1. USBC 103.10 IECC 101.7 –Explanation was given that the purpose of this change is to 

make it clear that low energy buildings were referenced. There was discussion on if this will 
work in this section of code and opinions that the change is too ambiguous. Non-consensus 
for now; will be carried over to October 11th meeting with revised change.   Code 
change shown at meeting attached. 

2. 108.2 Exemptions – Flagpoles – Some believed that laundry list made it more uniform; some 
believed that flexibility was better.  A number of examples were discussed where counties 
are split down the middle.  Non Consensus (J. Catlett’s change) for subjective language. 
Consensus to approve F. Castelvecchi’s change. 

3. 108.2 Exemptions – Ramps – (temporary ramps for dwelling units). There was support for 
the concept but opinions that language needs further work/specificity. Non-consensus for 
now; proponent should revise to indicate temporary ramps only.  Will be carried over 
to October 11th meeting if revised (submit to DHCD no later than September 20th). 

4. 108.1 and 3411.9.5 Accessible parking – discussion on evolution of change to make it less 
stringent. Latest proposal reviewed. Will be incorporated in IEBC. Consensus to approve 
concept; will be carried over to October 11th meeting for review of suggested 
revisions.  

5. R311.2.1 Interior door openings. Discussion on changes that need to be made. Rewrite in 
emails was felt to work better by clarifying the requirement only applies if the rooms are 
provided. Consensus to approve J. Catlett’s change in concept.  Will be carried over to 
October 11th meeting with preferred language from V. Hodge (in emails attached to 
supplement) deleting powder rooms and defining main living area. 

6. 1106.3 – Outpatient parking – Revised change exempts medical offices in residences. No 
agreement on whether medical offices sharing space with other occupants should be 
exempted. Non-consensus for now; will be carried over to October 11th meeting with 
revised change. Code change shown at meeting attached. 

7. 107.1.3 and VADR – Generator fees – Discussion on fee amount, NFPA 70 compliance, 3rd 
party inspectors. Support for having uniformity. J. Catlett will revise based on discussion. 
Consensus to approve if revised. Will be carried over to October 11th meeting if 
revised (submit to DHCD no later than September 20th). 

8. VADR New Part VIII – Zip lines – Consensus. 
9. A75D – Certificate of Inspection – displaying – Consensus to deny. 
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10. A200 – Certificate of Inspection – calendar year – Consensus to deny. 
11. IBSR 13VAC5-91-260 – Clarify if manufacturer can purchase seals – Consensus to 

approve. 
 
USBC VCC 
 
1. IBC 310 – Move IBC 310 into appendix - proponent has withdrawn. DHCD will address 

with ICC. 
2. IBC 408.2 – Short term holding areas – lengthy discussion on “main use”. There was 

agreement that language needs further work. Proponent will try to work on revision. Non-
consensus for now; will be carried over to October 11th meeting.   

3. 705.2- Projections – there is some support but agreement that there is missing language. 
Non consensus. 

4. 706.5.2 – Horizontal projections - Non consensus. 
5. 712.1.3 Exit stairway exemption - Consensus to deny. 
6. 903.2.3 – Group E exemption – change deletes current exception (up to 20,000 sq. feet) and 

brings back to IBC 12,000 sq. feet threshold.  Consensus to approve. 
7. 903.2.8 – Group R - deletes exception for areas without sufficient water supply.  Discussion 

on ability of domestic potable water supply to support.  Lengthy discussion. Many comments 
so group was asked to state their opinion. Vast majority stated, “Non-consensus”. 

8. N/A 
9. 908.7 – Group E CO alarms – This is in response to legislation. Non-consensus for now; 

will be carried over to October 11th meeting. 
10. 1008.1.9.7 – Delayed egress locks - Lengthy discussion. Several stakeholders will review for 

possible revisions.  Non-consensus for now; will be carried over to October 11th 
meeting if revised (submit to DHCD no later than September 20th). 

11. 1008.1.9.8 Sensor release of electronically controlled delayed egress locks. Discussion on 
how ICC will be combining language that resulted from two code changes. DHCD will check 
with ICC to see how it will be correlated. Discussion on requirement of a motion sensor. 
Consensus to approve if language matches ICC language from combined changes. 

12. 1016.2.2 Travel distance F and S - discussion on limit.  Matches 2015 ICC change. 
Consensus to approve. 

13. 1021.1 Exit stairway - Discussion on language being confusing.  There was opposition 
because of the complete rewrite and the need for it to be looked at as a whole.  Proponent 
feels this needs to be looked at from a level of safety that was removed.  It was suggested 
that proponent meet with R. Clements and R. Fortner to review the CTC change in its 
entirety. Consensus to deny. 

14. 1403.2 Air barriers - Discussion on air barrier and vapor barrier confusion amongst different 
building officials. Consensus to approve if revised; will be carried over to October 11th 
meeting if revised (submit to DHCD no later than September 20th). 

15. 1403.5 – Water resistance barrier - Consensus on option one.  
16. 1407.10.4 – Full scale tests (NFPA 285) - Consensus on option #1. Proponent wants 

option #4 carried forward to BHCD as an alternative.
17. 2603.5.5 Vertical and lateral flame propagation - Consensus on option #1. Option #2 

withdrawn. Proponent wants option #3 carried forward to BHCD as an alternative. 
18. 2902.1- Fixture calculations (allows portable toilets) - discussion on how to calculate, 

accessibility compliance, use of portable toilets when nothing is being built. Non-consensus.
19. 3006.4 – Elevator control rooms – rating – Consensus to approve. 
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20. 3412.2.2 – Partial change of occupancy exception – Withdrawn. 
21. 415.1.1 and 414.6.2 – UST removal – Review and discussion of subgroup work, simply 

clarifies who and what controls removal of underground tanks, including the requirements of 
state water control board.  Group present is in general consensus. Consensus to approve 
in concept but needs further review.  Will be carried over to October 11th meeting. 
Code change shown at meeting attached. 

22. 2306.7.1 E -85 UL listing– Consensus to approve. 
23. Southern Pine Tables – Consensus to approve. 
24. USBC/SFPC Section 202 – Nightclubs - IBC Committee does not support proposed or 2015 

change. Discussion on necessity to take measures to prevent an event similar to the one in 
Rhode Island from happening in Virginia. Discussion on need to determine threshold for 
main use, teen centers that don’t allow alcohol (dance floor was left out of definition); 
Discussion on whether to consider main use or call it mixed use. Sub-group to be convened 
to review issue.  Non-consensus for now.  Will be carried over to October 11th meeting.  

25. IBC/IFC T307.1, IFC 5003.1.1 and T2703.1.1 – Storage of 1.4G Removes footnote “d” - 
discussion of use of same pyrotechnic material in permissible fireworks. Explanation that 125 
lb gross is allowed. If sprinkled, 1,000 lb gross can be allowed. NFPA opposes footnote “d”. 
Consensus to approve.  DHCD placeholder on permissible fireworks will be reviewed 
at October 11th meeting. 

26. 1203.6 – Smoking in restaurants – Moves language from MOA between DSS and DHCD into 
USBC construction requirements. Minor revisions suggested.  Consensus to approve 
unless suggested revisions are submitted. 

27. IBC Chapter 30 – Elevators – IPC 1003.4 Deletes exception separators in hydraulic elevator 
pits. Discussion on oil separators not being required due to exception. Statements that most 
buildings have sensors in lieu of separators. Consensus to deny. 

28. NFPA 45 – Revised code change submitted following sub group meeting. Discussion on 
purpose to allow laboratories to use their upper level floors for efficiently.  Statement that this 
was looked at thoroughly a few years ago and chapter 5 of the mechanical code is sufficient.  
Building officials opposed. Discussion on this is being offered as an alternative to building 
owners because current code is very limited on quantities. Sub group will meet again to 
review. See attached comment letters. Non-consensus for now. Will be carried over to 
October 11th meeting. 

 
PART TWO OF AGENDA 
 
IRC 
 
1. IRC R311.3.1 - Exterior landing. Consensus to approve. 
2. IRC R402.2.13 - Mechanical room ventilation.  Discussion on difficulty to comply with 

change. Lack of data to show how much energy would be saved. Non consensus. 
VRC N1102.4.5 – Equipment room isolation. Discussion of unintended consequences. 
Same lack of data on energy savings. Non-consensus. 

3. IRC R403.1. - New exception. Footings not required for ramps no more than 30” above 
grade (R-3 AND R-5) – Support if amended to specify temporary aluminum ramps.  
Consensus to approve if amended (submit to DHCD no later than September 20th). 
Will be carried over to October 11th meeting. 

4. IRC Energy 403.2.2 and 403.2.2.2 – Sealing/Visual Inspection. Requires duct testing.  
Consensus to deny. 

5. IRC R403.4.2 and 403.6.  M1401.3 – Energy, Equipment, Appliance sizing. Some had an 
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issue with striking number 3 and would like to put it back in with the words “sufficient to 
meet the demands”  The reason is that large builders using a contract with a specific carrier 
may only have a 4 or a 5 ton and not a 4 ½.  This would permit them to go up to the five to 
be able to stay with their supplier.  ACCA recognized that these issues, and built in the 
ability for the manufacturer to certify.  Will work together and come back with a compromise.  
Non-consensus for now. Will be carried forward to October 11th meeting if revised 
(submit to DHCD no later than September 20th). 

6. IRC R602.3.1- Tall walls.  Discussion that this change solves a common problem with tall 
walls. Consensus to approve. 

7. IRC R806 - Roof ventilation.  Will be carried over to October 11th meeting. 
8. IRC M1501.2 - Transfer air.  Has been revised and will be submitted. Will be carried over 

to October 11th for review of revision. 
9. IRC 1503.4 - Makeup air. RM34 was approved and that was an NAHB change and it didn’t 

contain this language. Non-consensus for now.  Will be carried over to the October 11th 
meeting to consider RM34. 

10. IRC G2411 - CSST standard. Standard is not finalized yet. This will be carried over to the 
October 11th meeting.  

11. IRC R507 – Decks. Complete replacement of section.  ICC is being asked to create an 
adhoc committee to study deck specifications. Non-consensus for now.  Will be carried 
over to the October 11th meeting if revised (submit to DHCD no later than September 
20th). 

12. IRC R507.2 and 5067.2.3 – Decks. Three changes. J. Trenary change – nonconsensus.  B. 
Deam (page 193 of packet) – non-consensus.  B. Deam (page 194 of packet) – 
consensus to approve if needed. 

13. IRC 202 - Habitable attic. Leave as is or consider 1/3 floor below.  Non consensus.  
14.  IRC E3902.2 - garage GFCI for freezers and garage door openers. HBAV supports. NEMA 

IAEI opposes. Comments on shock exposure, most garage doors having battery backups. 
Non consensus.  

15.  IRC Tables for Southern Pine lumber. Consensus to approve (with correction of noted 
typo by proponent). 

16. IRC 607.2 – Length of hot water pipe – this should be an IPC change, not IRC. Needs 
review.  Non-consensus for now.  Will be carried over to October 11th meeting for 
review if revised (submit to DHCD no later than September 20th). 
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