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PREFACE
SUMMARY

Volume I - New Construction Code of the 1984 Edition
of the Virginia Uniform Statewide Building Code
(USBC) is a mandatory, statewide uniform regulation
which must be complied with in all buildings or
additions hereafter constructed , altered, enlarged,
repaired, or converted to another use group. Its
purpose is to protect the health, safety and welfare
of building users, and to provide for energy conser-
vation, water conservation, and accessibility for the
physically handicapped and aged. Technical require-
ments of the New Construction Code are based on the
BOCA model Building Code. The New Construction Code
specifies the enforcement procedures to be used by
local governments. Enforcement by local governments
is mandatory. Provision is made for modifications by
the building official when alternate means will
provide equivalent health and safety. An adminis-
trative appeals system 1s established for resolution
of disagreements between the building owner and the
building official.

Minor clarifications have been made to the adminis~
trative and enforcement provisions. Accessibility
for persons with disabilities contained in Article 5
of Addendum 1 have been extensively revised to
reflect comments received from affected groups
throughout Virginia. Incremental changes to the
bullding design requirements of the New Construction
Code will occur when the referenced model codes are
updated to the current editions as proposed by the
Board. The referenced models include the 1984
editions of the model Building, Plumbing and
Mechanical Codes of Building Officiazls and Code
Administrators International, 1Inc., and the Elec=-
trical Code of the Natiomal Fire Protection Associa-
tion, These will be supplemented by adoption of the
1983 edition, with 1984 supplement, of the One and
Two Family Dwelling Code (published by the Council of
American Building Officials).
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ARRANGEMENT OF 19684 EDITION

The 1984 edition of the USBC represents a change in
organization and format from the 1981 edition.
Requirements of the USBC are now divided into two
volumes:

Volume I - New Construction Code
Volume II - Building Maintenance Code

Volume II governs the maintenance and use of build-
ings. Local governments are required by law to
enforce Volume I, Local enforcement of Volume II is
optional.

USE OF NATIONALLY RECOGNIZED MODEL CODES AND
STANDARDS

The Board bases the technical requirements of the
USBC on nationally accepted model codes and stan-
dards. It makes as few amendments as possible. The
purpose is to benefit the citizens of Virginia by
promoting efficiency in the building industry, many
aspects of which are interstate in nature. For this
reason, the Board encourages anyone who believes that
a technical amendment is needed to submit his pro-
posal directly to the organization which publishes
the affected model code or standard. Amendments made
by such organizations will then be considered for
inclusion in future editions of the USBC,

Information on how to present proposals to the model
code and standards organizations is available from:

Office of Uniform Building Code

Department of Housing and Community Development
205 North Fourth Street

Richmond, Virginia 23219

Telephone (804) 786-3041

iii



FUTURE EDITIONS

State law requires the Board of Housing and Community
Development to keep the USBC up-to~date. The Board
plans to do this by updating the USBC every three
years when new editions of the model codes become
publicly available, Suggestions for improvements are
invited at any time. They should be addressed to the
Board of Housing and Community Development in care of
the Office of Uniform Building Code.

USER ASSISTANCE

Because enforcement of the New Construction Code is
the responsibility of local government, the local
building department should be consulted for infor-
mation and assistance. An administrative and enforce-
ment procedures manual has been prepared to assist
enforcing officials. It may be obtained from the
Office of Uniform Building Code. Copies of the model
codes and standards referenced by the New Construc-
tion Code are available for public inspection in the
Office of Uniform Building Code. They may be pur-
chased through:

Building Officials and Code Administrators
International, Inc.

4051 West Flossmoor Road

Country Club Hills, Illinois 60477
Telephone (312) 799-2300

INTERPRETATIONS

In case of doubt as to the meaning of any specific
provision of the New Construction Code, a request for
an interpretation may be made to the State Building
Code Technical Review Board. Request forms are
available from the Office of Uniform Building Code.

iv



1984 EDITION

VIRGINIA UNIFORM STATEWIDE BUILDING CODE

Article 1

Section
100.0
101.0
102.0
1G3.0

104.0
105.0

106.0
107.0
108.0

109.0
110.0
111.0
112,0
113.0
114.0
115.0
116.0
117.0
118.0
119.0

120.0

121.0
122.0
123.0
124,0
125.0
126.0

VOLUME I - NEW CONSTRUCTION CODE
TABLE OF CONTENTS

Adoption, Administration and Enforcement

General .....vc.... L S |
Reference Standards and Amendments ...., 3
Local Building Department se...eceeeeeee 5
Duties and Powers of the

Building Official.i.veeiecncvsveneeeesssd
Application for Comstruction Permit ....11
Professional Engineering and

Architectural Services .......ce000...15
Approval of Materials and Equipment.... 16
Modifications .....vveevennecnennnnnnesal?
Interagency Coordination

= Functional Design...evvevvee ovee.. 18
Construction Permits ......vvovevvweeee. L8
Conditions of Permits ....veevvveveeneeso2l
Inspections. . veuusseeseceareenennneneasall
Workmanship ...vuveninnnnninnneennnnnss 24
Violations ..i.iveveivennnnennns cesnsessall
Stop Work Order .e.viveveenvvansneeneness25
Posting Buildings ...vevvuvecnncecennsea2b
Approval of Equipment Operation ........27
Certificate of Use and Occupancy .......27
Local Board of Building Code Appeals....29
Appeal to the State Building Code

Technical Review Board .......ceeuuee.32
Alterations and Maintenance after

Construction c.cvivrieeeennonenonnnsssedl
Conversion of Building Use .......0.....36
Demolition of Buildings .vueseeeeeeeseosod?
Moved Buildings .......oceveveveennneeseld?
Unsafe Buildings ....vvevevevnesaneese..38
Continuation of Compliance ......evee...40
Validity covvvuiveeiniseneencansonnennasakl



ADDENDA

vi

Amendments to the BOCA Basic/National Building
Code /1984 Edition ......... cessesnssoanssees 41

Amendments to the CABO One and Two Family
Dwelling Code/1983 Edition

and 1984 Supplement ....svevevecsonasnsannee 78
Virginia Uniform Statewide Building Code

and Related Laws ......... e susattetraacons 83
State Agenciles with Functional

Design Respousibilities ...uvevsverenccans . 94
Previous Adoptions and Amendments ...... sese 104
Board of Housing and

Community Development...civeeeaseassas sese 107
State Building Code

Technical Review Board ..... sessasssaveess 108

Forms Available,.....cusceevevescncaassnsness 109

A/E Seal on DrawingsS.....eveeesnsonces ArEO O Aol b L)



1984 EDITION
VIRGINIA UNIFORM STATEWIDE BUILDING CODE
VOLUME - I - NEW CONSTRUCTICN CODE
ARTICLE 1
ADOPTION, ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT

SECTION 100.0 GENERAL

100.1 Title: These regulations shall be known as
Volume I - New Construction Code of the 1984 edition
of the Virginia Uniform Statewide Building Code.
Except as otherwise indicated, USBC, and New Con-
struction Code, as used herein, shall mean the 1984
Volume I - New Construction Code of the 1984 edition
of the Virginia Uniform Statewide Building Code.

Note: See Volume II - Building Maintenance Code
for maintenance regulations applying to all existing
buildings.

100.2 Authority: The USBC is adopted under authority
granted the Board of Housing and Community Develop-
ment by the Uniform Statewide Building Code Law,
Chapter 6, Title 36, Code of Virginia,

100.3 Adoption: The USBC was adopted by order of the
Board of Housing and Community Development on
November 18, 1985. This order was prepared according
to requirements of the Administrative Process Act.
The order is maintained as part of the records of the
Department of Housing and Community Development, and
is available for public inspection.

100.4 Effective date: The 1984 edition of the USBC
replaces previous editions. It shall become effec-
tive on April 1, 1986. Any building that was
subject to previous editions of the USBC, and for
which a building permit has been issued or on which
construction has commenced, or for which working
drawings have been prepared in the year prior to the
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effective date of this edition of the USBC shall
remain subject to the edition of the USBC in effect
at the time of such issuance or commencement of
construction. Subsequent reconstruction, reno-
vation, repair or demolition of such buildings
shall be subject to the pertinent provisions of the
USBC in effect at the time of such actiom.

100.5 Application: As provided in the Uniform State-
wide Building Code Law, Chapter 6, Title 36, Code of
Virginia, the USBC supersedes the building codes and
regulations of the counties, municipalities and other
political subdivisions and State agencies, relating
to any construction, reconstruction, alterationms,
conversion, repair, maintenance or use of buildings
and installation of equipment therein that takes
place after the effective date of the initial edition
of the USBC. The USBC doeg not supersede zoning
ordinances or other land use controls that do not
affect the manner of construction or materials to be
used in the construction, alteration or repair of a
building.

100.5.1 Industrialized building units: Industria-
lized building units labeled by an approved testing
facility and bearing the Virginia Registration Seal
in accordance with the Virginia Industrialized
Building and Mobile Home Safety Regulations are
exempt from the USBC and shall be acceptable in all
localities as meeting the requirements of safety to
life, health and property.. The building official is
responsible for inspecting site work and installation
of industrialized building units and mobile homes.

100.6 Exemptions for certain utility equipment: The
provisions of the USBC shall not apply te distri-
bution equipment installed by a provider of publicly
regulated utility services, or to electrical equip-
ment used for radio and television transmission.
However, the buildings, including their service
equipment, housing such utility services shall be
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subject to the USBC. The exempt equipment shall be
under the exclusive control of the public service
agency and located on property by established rights,

100.7 Exemptions for farm buildings and structures:
Farm buildings and structures not used for residen-
tial purposes shall be exempt from the provisions of
the USBC; however, such buildings and structures
lying within a flood plain or in a mudslide-prone
area shall be subject to the provisions relating to
the applicable floodproofing regulations or mudslide
regulations.

100.8 Purpose: The purpose of the USBC is to ensure
safety to life and property from all hazards incident
to building design, construction, maintenance, use,
repair, removal or demolition. Buildings shall be
permitted to be constructed at the least possible
cost consistent with nationally recognized standards
for health, safety, energy conservation, water
conservation, adequate egress facilities, sanitary
equipment, light and ventilation, fire safety, strue-
tural strength, and physically handicapped and aged
accessibility,

SECTION 101.0 REFERENCE STANDARDS AND AMENDMENTS

101.1 Adoption of model codes and standards: The
following model building codes, and all portions of
other model codes and standards that are referenced
in this Code are hereby adopted and incorporated in
the USBC. Where differences occur between provisions
of the USBC and the referenced standards, the provi-
sions of the USBC shall apply.

The referenced model codes are:

® BOCA BASIC/NATIONAL BUILDINGC CODE/1984 EDITION
(also referred to herein as BOCA Code)

Published by:
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Building Officials and Code Administrators
International, Inc.

4051 West Flossmoor Road

Country Club Hills, Illinois 60477

As an acceptable alternative for detached one and
two family dwellings not more than three stories in
height, and their accessory structures.

CABO ONE AND TWO FAMILY DWELLING CCDE/1983 EDITION
AND 1984 SUPPLEMENT {(also referred to herein as One
and Two Family Dwelling Code)

Jointly published by:
Building Officials and Code Administrators
International, Inc.

Southern Building Code Congress, and International
Conference of Building Officials.

Note: The following major subsidiary model codes are
among those included by reference as part of the BOCA
Basic/National Building Code/1984 Edition:

BOCA Basic/National Plumbing Code/1984 Edition

BOCA Basic/National Mechanical Code/1984 Edition

NFiPA National Electrical Code/1984 Edition

101.2 General administrative and enforcement
amendments to referenced codes: All requirements of
the referenced model codes that relate to fees,
permits, certification of fitness, unsafe notices,
certification of compliance, approval of plans and
specifications and other procedural, administrative
and enforcement matters are deleted and replaced by
the procedural, administrative and enforcement
provisions of Article 1 of the USBC.
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Note: The purpose of this provision is to eliminate
overlap, conflict and duplication by providing a
single standard for administration and enforcement of
the USBC.

101.3 Amendments to the BOCA Code: The amendments
noted in Addendum 1 of the USBC shall be made to the
specified articles and sections of the BOCA Basic
National Building Code/1984 Edition for use as part
of the USBC.

101.4 Amendments to the One and Two Family Dwelling
Code: The amendments noted in Addendum 2 of the USBC
shall be made to the indicated chapters and sections
of the One and Two Family Dwelling Code/1983 Edition
and 1984 Amendments for use as part of the USEC.

SECTION 102.0 LOCAL BUILDING DEPARTMENT

102.1 Responsibility of local pgovernments: Enforce-
ment of the USBC Volume I shall be the responsibility
of the local building department in accordance with
§36-105, Code of Virginia. Whenever a local govern-
ment does not have such a building department, it
shall enter into an agreement with another local
government or with some other agency, or a State
agency approved by the Virginia Department of Housing
and Community Development for such enforcement. The
local building department and its employees may be
designated by such names or titles as the local
government considers appropriate.

102.2 Building official: Each local building depart-
ment shall have an executive official in charge,
hereinafter referred to as the building official.

102.3 Appointment of Building Official: The building
official shall be appointed in a manner selected by
the local government having jurisdiction. Upon
appointment of the building official, the Office of
Uniform Building Code shall be notified.
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102.4 Qualifications of local building department
personnel: The building official and technical
assistants shall be qualified as required by this
Section. The local governing body may establish
additional qualification requirements.

102.5 Qualifications of the building official: The
building official shall have had at least five years
of building experience as a licensed professional
engineer or architect, building inspector, contractor
or superintendent of building construction, with at
least three years of building experience in which he
has been in responsible charge of work as a licensed
professional engineer or architect, building
ingpector, contractor or superintendent of building
construction, or shall have any combination of
education and experience which would confer equiva-
lent knowledge and ability., The building official
shall be generally informed on sound engineering
practice in respect to the design and construction of
buildings, the basic principles of fire prevention,
the accepted requirements for means of egress and the
installation of elevators and other service equipment
necessary for the health, safety and general welfare
of the occupants and the public.

102.6 Qualifications of technical assistants: A
person shall not be appointed as a technical assis-
tant who has had less than three years experience in
general buillding construction. Any combination of
education and experience which would confer equiva-
lent knowledge and ability shall be deemed to satisfy
this requirement.

102,.7 Educational requirements for building officials
and technical assistants: Within one year after
appointment, the building official and technical
assistants shall successfully complete an orientation
course approved by the State Office of Uniform
Building Code concerning the administration and
enforcement of the USBC. The building official and
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technical assistants shall attend a program of
instruction, approved by the Office of Uniform
Building Code, after each code change cycle of the
USBC concerning changes that have been made thru
adoption of a new edition of the USBC.

102.8 Certification requirements for building
officials: The building official shall obtain a
certificate of competency from the Board of Housing
and Community Development under Section 36-137 of the
Code of Virginia within three years of April 1, 1986
or, if employed after that date, within three years
of date of employment. To become certified, the
bullding official shall:

1. Successfully complete either the certification
examination for Building Official sponsored by the
Council of American Building Officials or the certi-
fication examination for Professional Code
Administrator sponsored by the National Academy of
Code Administration.

2. Comwply with the other requirements of this Section
for building officials.

3. Submit an application for certification to the
Board of Housing and Community Development on forms
provided by the Office of Uniform Building Code,

4. Those individuals who have been issued a certi-
ficate by the State Board of Housing as "Building
Official” shall be considered in compliance with
these certification requirements,

102.8.1 Exemption from certification: An individual
employed as the building official in any locality in
Virginia for at least 3 years prior to the effec~
tive date of the 1984 Edition of Volume I of the USBC
shall be exempt from certification while employed as
the building official in that jurisdiction. This
exemption shall not apply to subsequent employment
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as building official in another jurisdiction.

102.9 Relief from personal responsibility: The
local building department personnel shall not be
personally liable for any damages sustained by any
person in excess of the policy limits of errors and
omissions insurance, or other equivalent insurance
obtained by the locality to insure against any action
that may occur to persons or property as a result of
any act required or permitted in the discharge of
official duties while assigned to the department as
employees. The building official or his subordinates
shall not be personally liable for costs 1in any
action, suit or proceedings that may be instituted in
pursuance of the provisions of the USBC as a result
of any act required or permitted in the discharge of
official duties while assigned to the department as
employees, whether or not said costs are covered by
insurance. Any suit instituted against any officer
or employee because of an act performed by him in the
discharge of his duties and under the provisions of
the USBC may be defended by the department's legal
representative.

102.10 Control of conflict of interest: The building
official and other technical assistants shall not be
engaged in or directly or indirectly connected with
the furnishing of labor, materials or appliances for
the construction, alteration or maintenance of a
building, or the preparation of plans or specifica-
tions thereof, unless that person is the owner of the
building; Such officer or employee shall not engage
in any work which conflicts with official duties or
with the interests of the department within the
jurisdiction in which they work. They may perform
ordinary repairs for which a permit is not required
by the USBC. In addition, they may perform main-
tenance work on buildings owned, operated or leased
by the local government by whom they are employed.
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102.11 Scate Assistance: The local government shall
notify the Office of Uniform Building Code within 30
days of the appointment or release of the building
official, Upon notification of appointment of a
building official, the Office of Uniform Building
Code shall advise the official of all services
offered and will keep him continually informed of
developments affecting the interpretation and admin-
istration of the USBHC.

SECTION 103.0 DUTIES AND POWERS
OF THE BUILDING OFFICIAL

103.1 General: The building official shall enforce
the provisions of the USBC as provided herein, and as
interpreted by the State Building Code Technical
Review Board in accordance with Section 36-118, Code
of Virginia.

103.2 Applications and permits: The building official
shall receive applications and issue permits for the
construction and alteration of buildings, and verify
that plans bear the seal of a Virginia licensed
architect or engineer, when required by State law.

103.3 Building notices and orders: The building
official shall issue necessary notices or orders to
remove unsafe conditions, to require the necessary
safeguards during construction and to ensure com-
pliance with all the USBC requirements for the
health, safety and general welfare of the public,

103.4 Inspections: The buillding official shall make
the required inspections, .or accept reports of
inspection by approved agencies or individuals.
Reports of such inspections shall be in writing and
certified by a responsible officer of such approved
agency or by the responsible individual. The build-
ing official may engage such expert opinion as may be
necessary to report upon unusual technical issues
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that may arise, subject to the approval of the
appointing authority.

103.5 Delegation of duties and powers: The building
official may delegate duties and powers subject to
any limitations imposed by the local government, but
shall be responsible that any powers and duties
delegated are carried out in accordance with the
USBC.

103.6 Credentials: The building official and assis-—
tants shall carry proper credentials of office when
inspecting buildings and premises in the performance
of duties under the USBC.

103.7 Department records: The building official shall
keep records of applications received, permits and
certificates issued, reports of inspections, notices
and orders issued and such other matters as directed
by the local government. A copy of the certificate of
use and occupancy and a copy of any modification of
the USBC issued by the building official shall be
retained in the official records, as long as the
building to which it relates remains in existence.
Other records may be disposed of in accordance with
the provisions of the Virginia Public Records Act
and, (a) after retention for onme year in the case of
buildings under 1,000 square feet in area and one and
two family dwellings of any area, and (b) after
retention for three years in the case of all other
buildings.

103.8 Annual report: At least annually, the building
official shall submit to the authority designated by
the local government a written statement of opera-
tions in the form and content prescribed by such
local government. A copy shall be forwarded to the
Office of Uniform Building Code for use in studies to
improve the Virginia USBC system.

10
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103.9 Fees: Fees may be levied by the 1local gov-—
erning body in order to defray the cost of enforce-
ment and appeals in accordance with Section 36~105
of the Code of Virginia.

103.9.1 When payable: A permit to begin work for
new construction, alteration, removal, demolition or
other building operation shall not be issued until
the fees prescribed by the local government have
been paid to the department of building inspection or
other authorized agency of the jurisdiction, nor
shall an amendment to a permit necessitating an
additional fee be approved until the additional fee
has been paid. At the discretion of local government,
fee adjustment may be delayed until completion of the
project or when work has been authorized to commence
prior to permit issuance,

103.9.2 Fee schedule: A fee for each plan exami-
nation, building permit, and inspection shall be paid
in accordance with a schedule of fees which shall be
established by the local government. The schedule
shall incorporate unit rates which may be based on
square footage, or cubic footage, or cost of con-
struction, or other appropriate criteria.

103.9.3 Refunds: 1In the case of a revocation of a
permit or abandonment or discontinuance of a building
project, the local government shall provide fee
refunds for the portion of the work which was not
completed.

SECTION 104.0 APPLICATION FOR CONSTRUCTION PERMIT

104.1 When permit is required: Written application
shall be made to the building official when a con-
struction permit is required. A permit shall be
issued by the building official before any of the
following actions subject to the USBC may be com-
menced

1. Constructing, enlarging, altering, repairing, or

11
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demolishing a building or structure.

2. Changing the use of the building to a different
use group.

3. Changing the use of the building within a use
group.

4. Installing or altering any building equipment.

The building official may, at his discretion, autho-
rize work to be commenced pending receipt of the
written application and issuance of the required
permit.

Exception: Ordinary repairs as defined in Section
120.4 which do not invelve any violation of the USBC
shall be exempt from this provision.

104.2 Who may apply for a permit: Application for a
permit shall be made by the owner or lessee of the
building or agent of either, or by the 1licensed
professional engineer, architect or contractor
employed in connection with the proposed work. If
the application is made by a person other than the
owner, it shall, when required by the building
official, be accompanied by a signed and witnessed
statement of the owner and the applicant that the
proposed work is authorized by the owner and that the
applicant is authorized to make such application.
The full names and addresses of the owner, lessee and
the applicant, and of the responsible officers if the
owner or lessee is a corporate body, shall be stated
in the application. The building official shall not
require the applicant to appear in person.

Note: TIf the application is made by a professional
engineer, architect or contractor, the building
official should verify that the applicant is either
licensed to practice in Virginia or is exempt from
licensing under the Code of Virginia.

12
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104.3 Form of application: The application for a
permit shall be submitted on forms supplied by the
building official.

104.4 Description of work: The application shall
contain a general description of the proposed work,
its location, the use of all parts of the building
and of all portions of the site not coverad by the
building, and such additional information as may be
required by the building official,

104.5 Plans and specifications: The applicacion for
the permit shall be accompanied by not less than two
copies of specifications and of planrs drawn to scale,
with sufficient clarity and dimensional detail to
show the nature and character of the work to be
performed. Such plans and specifications shall
include the seal and signature of the architect or
engineer under whose supervision they were prepared,
or if exempt under the provisions of State law, shall
include the name, address, and occupation of the
individual who prepared them. When quality of
materials is essential for conformity to the USEC,
specific information shall be given to establish such
quality. The building official may waive the
requirement for filing plans and specifications when
the work involved is of a minor nature.

104.6 Plans for Use Group R-4:: Detailed plans may
be waived by the building official for buildings in
Use Group R-4, provided specifications and outline
plans are submitted which satisfactorily indicate
compliance with the USBC.

104.7 Site plan: The application shall also contain
2 site plan showing to scale the size and location of
all the proposed new construction and all existing
buildings on the site, distances from lot lines, the
established street grades and the proposed finished
grades. The building official may require that the
application contain the elevation of the lowest floor

13
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of the building. It shall be drawn in aeccordance
with an accurate boundary line survey. In the case
of demolition, the site plan shall show all con-
struction to be demolished and the location and size
of all existing buildings and construection that are
to remain on the site. In the case of alterations,
renovations, repairs and installation of new equip-
ment, the buillding official may waive submission of
the site plan or any parts thereof.

104.8 Engineering details: The building official
may require adequate details of structural, mecha-
nical and electrical work to be filed, including
computations, stress diagrams and other essential
technical data. All engineering plans and compu-
tations shall include the signature of the pro-
fessional engineer or architect responsible for the
design. Plans for buildings more than two stories in
height shall indicate where floor penetrations will
be made for pipes, wires, conduits, and other com-
ponents of the electrical, mechanical and plumbing
systems. The plans shall show the material and
methods for protecting such openings so as to main-
tain the required structural integrity, fireresis-
tance ratings, and firestopping affected by such
penetrations.

Note: The building official should verify that the
professional engineer or architect signing the cons-
truction document is licensed in compliance with the
Code of Virginia.

104.9 Amendments to application: Subject to the
limitation of Section 104.10, amendments to plans,
specifications or other records accompanying the
application for permit may be filed at any time
before completion of the work for which the permit is
issued. Such amendments shall be considered part of
the original application and shall be filed as such.

14
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104.10 Time limitation of application: An applica~
tion for a permit for any proposed work shall be
considered to have been abandoned six months after
notification by the building official cthat the
application is defective unless the applicant has
diligently sought to resolve any problems that are
delaying issuance of the permit; except that for
reasonable cause, the building official may grant one
or more extensions of time.

SECTION 105.0 PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING AND
ARCHITECTURAL SERVICES

105.1 Professional services in gemeral: All plans
and specifications for new construction work shall be
prepared by licensed professional engineers or archi-
tects, unless exempted by the Virginia professional
licensing laws. All such plans and specifications
required for a building permit application shall
include the professional engineer's or architect's
signature and seal in accordance with Virginia law,
or shall include the name, address and occupation of
the person other than a licensed professional engi-
neer or architect by whom they were prepared. In
cases where such plans and specifications are exempt
under State law, the building official may require
that they include the signature and seal of a pro-
fessional engineer or architect.

Note: Information on the types of construction
exempted from the requirement for a professional
engineer's or architect's seal and signature is
included in Addendum 3,

105.2 Waiver of plans review: The building official
may waive review of plans and specifications prepared
by professional engineers and architects.

105.3 Special professional services; when required:
Where an application for unusual design or magnictude
of construction is filed or where reference standards

15
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in Appendix A of the BOCA Code require special archi-
tectural or engineering inspections, the building
official may require full time project representation
by a professional engineer or architect. This
project representative shall keep daily records and
submit reports as required by the building official.

105.3.1 Time of decision: A decision to require
special professional services shall be made by the
building official prior to the issuance of the
building permit and shall be made a condition for
issuance of the permit.

105.3.2 Attendant fees and costs: All fees and costs
related to the performance of special professional
services shall be the responsibility of the building
cwmer.,

SECTION 106.0 APPROVAL OF MATERIALS AND EQUIPMENT

106.1 Approval of materials; basis of approval: The
building official shall require that sufficient tech-
nical data be submitted to substantiate the proposed
use of any material, equipment, device or assembly.
If it is determined that the evidence submitted is
satisfactory proof of performance for the use in-
tended, the building official may approve its use
subject to the requirements of the USBC. In deter-
mining whether any material, equipment, device or
assembly complies with the USBC, the building offi-
cial may consider the recommendations of nationally
recognized research, testing and product certifi-
cation organizations and of engineers and architects
registered in this State.

106.2 Used materials and equipment: Used materials,
equipment and devices may be used provided they have
been reconditioned, tested or examined and found to
be in good and proper working condition and approved
for use by the building official.
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106.3 Approved materials and equipment: All mate-
rials, equipment, devices and assemblies approved for
use by the building official shall be constructed and
installed in accordance with the conditions of such
approval.

SECTION 107.0 MODIFICATIONS

107.1 Modifications: When there are practical
difficulties involved in carrying out any provisions
of the USBC, the building official may modify such
provisions upon application of the owner or his
agent. Modifications may be granted provided the
spirit and intent of the USBC are observed and public
health, welfare and safety are assured.

Note: The current editions of many nationally
recognized model codes and standards are referenced.
by the Uniform Statewide Building Code. Future
amendments do not automatically become part of the
USBC; however, the building official should give
consideration to such amendments in deciding whether
a requested modification should be granted. See
State Building Code Technical Review Board Inter-
pretation Number 250, issued November 16, 1984.

107.2 Alternative design, materials, and equipment:
Upon application of the owner, the building official
may modify the provisions of the USBC relating to
building design or building materials, equipment,
devices or assemblies. The building official may
grant modifications provided the proposed alterna-
tives are satisfactory and comply with the intent of
the USBC and are, for the purposes intended, at least
the equivalent of that prescribed in the USBC for
quality, strength, effectiveness, fire resistance,
durability and safety.

107.3 Supporting data: The building official may
require the application to include architectural and
engineering plans and specifications that include the
seal of a professional engineer or architect. The
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building official may alse require and consider a
statement from a professional engineer, architect or
other competent person as to the equivalency of the
proposed modification.

107.4 Records: The application for modification and
the final decision of the building official shall be
in writing and shall be officially recorded with the
copy of the certificate of use and occupancy in the
permanent records of the local building department.

SECTION 108.0 INTERAGENCY COORDINATION -
FUNCTIONAL DESIGN

108.1 Functional design approval: Pursuant to
Section 36-98 of the Code of Virginia, certain State
agencies have statutory authority to approve func-
tional design and operation of building related
activities not covered by the USBC. The building
official may refuse to issue a permit until the
applicant has supplied certificates of functional
design approval from the appropriate State agency or
agencies. State agencies with functional design
approval are listed in Addendum 4.

SECTION 109.0 CONSTRUCTION PERMITS

109.1 Action on application: The building official
shall examine all applications for permits within a
reasonable time after filing. If the application or
the plans do not conform te the requirements of the
USBC, the building official shall reject such appli-
cation in writing, stating the reasons for rejection.
If the building official is satisfied that the
proposed work conforms to the requirements of the
USBC, and all applicable laws and ordinances a permit
shall be issued as soon as practicable. For purposes
of coordination, the local governing body may require
reports to the building official by other departments
as a condition for issuance of a building permit or
certificate of use and occupancy. Such reports shall
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be based upon review of the plans or inspection of
the project as determined by cthe local governing
body.

Note: Before issuing a permit, the building
official should consider the effects of any appli-
cable regulations of other governmental agencies so
that proper coordination may be achieved before the
work is commenced.

109.2 Approval of partial plans: The building offi-
cial may issue a permit for the construction of
foundations or any other part of a building before
the plans and specifications for the entire building
have been submitted, provided adequate information
and detailed statements have been filed indicating
compliance with the pertinent requirements of the
USBC. The holder of such permit for the foundations
or other part of a building shall proceed at his own
risk with construction operations, and without
assurance that a permit for the entire building will
be granted.

109.3 Approved plans: The building official shall
stamp Approved or provide an endorsement in writing
on both sets of approved plans and specifications.
One set of such approved plans shall be retained by
the building official. The other set shall be kept at
the building site, open to inspection by the building
official at all reasonable times.

109.4 Signature on permit: The signature of the
building official or his authorized representative
shall be attached to every permit.

109.5 Separate or combined permits: Permits for two
or more buildings on the same lot may be combined.
Permits for the installation of equipment such as
plumbing, electrical or mechanical systems may be
combined with the structural permit or separate
permits may be required for the installation of each
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system. Separate permits may also be required for
special construction considered appropriate by the
local government.

109.6 Annual permit: Instead of an individual
permit for each alteration to an already approved
equipment installationm, the building official may
issue an annual permit.

109.7 Annual permit records: The person to whom an
annual permit is issued shall keep a detailed record
of all alterations to an approved equipment instal-
lation made under such annual permit. Such records
shall be accessible to the building official at all
times or shall be filed with the building official
when so requested.

109.8 Posting of permit: A true copy of the building
permit shall be kept on the construction site. It
shall be posted for public inspection until the work
is completed.

109.9 Previous approvals: No changes are required
in the plans, construction or designated use of a
building for which a permit has been properly issued
under a previous edition of the USBC, provided the
permit has not lapsed or become invalid in accordance
with Section 109.10 or 109.11 below.

109.10 Revocation of permits: The building official
may revoke a permit or approval issued under the
provisions of the USBC in case of any false statement
or misrepresentation of fact in the application or on
the plans on which the permit or approval was based.

109.11 Suspension of permit: Any permit issued
shall become invalid if the authorized work is not
commenced within six months after issuance of the
permit, or if the authorized work is suspended or
abandoned for a period of six months after the time
of commencing the work; however, permits issued for
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building equipment such as plumbing, electrical and
mechanical work shall not become invalid if the
permit is still in effect. Upon written request the
building official may grant one or more extensions of
time not to exceed six months per extension.

SECTION 110.0 CONDITIONS OF PERMITS

110.1 Compliance with code: The permit shall be a
license to proceed with the work and shall not be
construed as authority to omit or amend any of the
provisions of the USBC, except as specifically stipu-
lated by approved modification pursuant to the appli-
cation,

110.2 Compliance with permit: All work shall
conform to the application and plans for which the
permit has been issued and any approved amendments
thereto.

110.3 Compliance with site plan: All new work shall
be in accordance with the approved site plan.

110.4 Change in site plan: A site shall not be
changed, increased or diminished in area from that
shown on the official site plan, unless a revised
plan is submitted and approved as part of an amended
application for the permit.

SECTION 111.0 INSPECTIONS

l111.,1 Preliminary inspection: Before 1issuing a
permit, the building official may examine all build-
ings and sites for which an application has been
filed for a permit to construct, enlarge, alter,
repair, remove, demolish or change the use thereof.

111.2 Required inspections: After issuing a building
permit, the building official shall conduct inspec-
tions from time to time during comstruction and upon
completion of the work for which a permit has been
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issued. A record of such inspections and of all
violations of the USBC detected shzll be maintained
by the building official,

Note: Section 36-105 of the Code of Virginia pro-
vides, pursuant to enforcement of the USBC, that any
building may be inspected at any time before comple-
tion., It also permits local governments to provide
for the reinspection of buildings,

111.2,1 Right of entry: The building official may
inspect buildings for the purpose of enforcing the
USBC in accordance with the authority granted by
Section 36-105 of the Code of Virginia.

111.3 Minimum inspections: Inspections shall
include but are not limited to the following:

I. The bottom of footing trenches after all rein-
forcement steel is set and before any concrete is
placed.

2. The installation of piling. The building official
may require the installation of pile foundations be
supervised by the owner's professional engineer or
architect or by such professional service as approved
by the building official.

3. Reinforced concrete beams, or columns and slabs
after all reinforcing is set and before any concrete
is placed.

4. Structural framing and fastenings, prior to cov-
ering with concealing materials.

5. All concealed electrical, mechanical and plumbing
work prior to installation of any concealing mate-
rials.

6. Required insulating materials before covering with

any materials.
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7. Upon completion of the building, and before
issuance of the certificate of use and occupancy, a
final inspection shall be made to ensure that all
violations have been corrected to conform with the
USBC.

111,3.1 Notification by permit holder: It shall be
the responsibility of the permit holder or his repre-
sentative to notify the building official when the
stages of construction are reached that require an
inspection under Section 111.3 and for other critical
items as directed by the building official. All
ladders, scaffolds and test equipment required to
complete an inspection or test shall be provided by
the property owner, permit holder or his representa-
tive.

111.3.2 1Inspections to be prompt: The building
official shall respond to inspection requests without
unreasonable delay. The building official shall
approve the work or give written notice of defective
work to the permit holder or the agent in charge of
the work. Such defects shall be corrected and rein-
spected before any work proceeds that would conceal
them.

Note: A reasonable response time should normally
not exceed 48 hours.

l11.4 Approved inspection agencies: The building
official may accept reports from individuals or
inspection agencies which satisfy qualifications and
reliability requirements. Inspection reports shall be
in writing and shall be certified by the individual
inspector or by the responsible officer when the
report is from an agency. An identifying label or
stamp permanently affixed to the product indicating
that factory inspection has been made shall be
accepted instead of the written inspection report,
if the intent or meaning of such identifying label or
stamp is properly substantiated.
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111.5 1In-plant inspections: When required by the
provisions of this code, materials or assemblies
shall be inspected at the point of manufacture or
fabrication. Prior to the approval of a closed
prefabricated assembly and issuance of a building
permit, the building official shall require the
submittal of an evaluation report of each prefabri-
cated assembly, indicating the complete details of
the assembly, including a description of the assembly
and its components, the basis upon which the assembly
1s being evaluated, test results, and other data as
necessary for the building official to determine
conformance with this code.

111.6 Coordination with other agencies: The build-
ing official shall, to the extent practical, co-
operate with fire, health and other State and local
agencies having related maintenance, inspection or
functional design responsibilities, so as to produce
effective application of their respective regulations
with the least amount of confusion and burden upon
those affected.

111.7 Inspection of discontinued electric service:
The building official may require reinspections
before service may be restored to an electric instal-
lation from which electrical service has been discon-
tinued for a period of thirty (30) days or more.

SECTION 112.0 WORKMANSHIP

112.1 General: All construction work shall be
performed and completed in an acceptable manner so as
to secure the results intended by the USBC.

SECTION 113.0 VIOLATIONS

113.1 Code violations prohibited: No person, firm
or corporation shall construct, alter, extend,
repair, remove, demolish or use any building or
equipment regulated by the USBC, or cause same to be
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done, in conflict with or in violation of any of the
provisions of the USBC.

113.2 Notice of violation: The building official
shall serve a notice of violation on the person
responsible for the construction, alteration, exten-
sion, repair, removal, demolition or use of a build-
ing in violation of the provisions of the USBC, or in
violation of plans and specifications approved
thereunder, or in violation of a permit or certi-
ficate issued under the provisions of the USBC. Such
order shall direct the discontinuance and abatement
of the violation.

113.3 Prosecution of violation: If the notice of
violation is not complied with promptly, the building
official shall request the legal counsel of the
jurisdiction to 1institute the appropriate legal
proceedings to restrain, correct or abate such
violation or to require the removal or termination of
the use of the building in violation of the provi-
sions of the USBC.

113.4 Violation penalties: Violations are a misde-
meanor in accordance with Section 36-106 of the Code
of Virginia. Violators, upon conviction, may be
punished by a fine of not more than one thousand
dollars.,

113.5 Abatement of wviolation: Conviction of a
violation of the USBC shall not preclude the insti-
tution of appropriate legal action to prevent other
violations or recurring violations of the USBC
relating to construction and use of the building or
premises,

SECTION 114.0 STOP WORK ORDER

114.1 Notice to owner: When the building official
finds that work on any building is being executed
contrary to t